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Recognition of Chemical Coping and Experience of
Suspected Inappropriate Use of Narcotic Analgesic:
Questionnaire Survey
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Abstract: Chemical coping is considered to be a pre-stage of drug dependence, but the degree of understanding
of chemical coping by medical personnel is unknown. In this study, we conducted a survey involving medical person-
nel at the National Hospital Organization Kyushu Medical Center to clarify the degree of awareness and observa-
tion of suspected improper use of narcotics analgesics. The results showed that 4.9% of the respondents knew the
meaning of chemical coping, 33.4% knew the word but not the meaning, and 61.6% had never heard of it before. In
addition, it became clear that 36.8% of the respondents suspected that patients might be using narcotic analgesics
incorrectly, and 87.5% had worries about the proper use of narcotic analgesics. Further, 97.1% of the personnel
thought they needed knowledge on how to use narcotic analgesics, and 90.2% wanted to receive lectures about their
use. Providing educational opportunities for proper use of narcotic analgesics including knowledge of chemical cop-
ing will lead to avoiding inappropriate use, and we think that education is important for long-term safety.

Key words: narcotic analgesic, chemical coping, proper use of narcotic analgesics



