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National Survey on Hospital Pharmacists’ Involvement
with Cancer Outpatients to Whom Narcotic Analgesics
Were Introduced
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Abstract: In recent years, the number of outpatients with cancer who have started to use narcotic analgesics has
increased; however, little is known about the role of hospital pharmacists in this trend. We investigated the involve-
ment of hospital pharmacists and cooperation with community pharmacies using an anonymous online questionnaire.
Respondents were all members of the Japanese Society for Pharmaceutical Palliative Care and Sciences. Responses
were obtained from 166 hospital pharmacists at different locations. In total, 52.4% of responses were from pharma-
cists in cancer medical treatment cooperation-based hospitals and 68.0% from pharmacists in hospitals with 300
beds or more. For questions about hospital the pharmacist’s involvement with outpatients who had cancer and who
had begun administering narcotic analgesics, 13.9% of the respondents answered that “they provided guidance on
both in-hospital and out-of-hospital prescriptions,” 18.7% answered “they provided guidance only on in-hospital pre-
scriptions,” and 15.1% answered “not involved.” In addition, 34.9% of respondents answered “they had experience of
receiving information from a community pharmacist,” and 19.9% “had experience in providing information to a com-
munity pharmacist.” This survey clarified the inadequate involvement of hospital pharmacists and cooperation with
community pharmacists in the introduction of narcotic analgesics for outpatients with cancer. Our results can help
with enhancement of hospital pharmacists’ involvement with outpatients who have cancer.

Key words: cancer outpatients, narcotic analgesic, cancer pain, hospital pharmacist, fact-finding survey
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