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Effects of Two Different Formulations of Povidone-lodine
Sugar Ointment on Healing Period for Pressure Ulcers
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Abstract: Pressure ulcers may develop in patients with terminal cancer even with sufficient prophylaxis.
Pressure ulcers are treated with topical agents. Ointments containing sucrose and povidone-iodine contain different
bases and additives depending on the formulation; thus, they have different properties in terms of exudate absorp-
tion. However, the healing period of these differences is unclear. We examined the healing period of different
formulations of povidone-iodine sugar ointment on pressure ulcers. We compared U-PASTA® KOWA Ointment
(Kowa Company, Ltd.; hereinafter, referred to as original medicine A) and MEISPAN® COMBINATION OINT-
MENT (Meiji Seika Pharma Co., Ltd.; hereinafter, referred to as generic medicine B), which had different clinical
effects. We developed a retrospective chart to examine the duration of topical agent administration and the healing
period of pressure ulcers in 38 patients who used original medicine A and 39 patients who used generic medicine B.
The median treatment period was 7 days (1-64 days) for original medicine A and 11 days (3-210 days) for generic
medicine B. The median healing period was 14 days (1-64 days) for original medicine A and 15 days (3-218 days)
for generic medicine B. No significant difference was observed in terms of the duration of administration and healing
period. Therefore, the healing period of original medicine A and generic medicine B were equivalent.

Key words: pressure ulcers, povidone-iodine sugar ointment, generic medicine, water-soluble base,
terminal cancer



