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A Case of Opioid-induced Delirium That May Have Been
Affected by a History of Methamphetamine Use

Mamiko MANTANTI,” Kengo KUROYA," Ayako OGISO,"” Yasufumi YAMADA,*
Keiko TODOROKI,* and Yuji YAMADA™

“ Department of Pharmacy, ATWA Hospital of Palliative Care,
1044-2, Tsuruga, Nagano 380-0904, Japan
*Department of Nursing, AIWA Hospital of Palliative Care,
1044-2, Tsuruga, Nagano 380-0904, Japan
s Department of Palliative Medicine, AIWA Hospital of Palliative Care,
1044-2, Tsuruga, Nagano 380-0904, Japan
* Department of Psychiatry, Tsuruga Hospital,
1750, Tsurugai-machi, Nagano 380-0901, Japan

Abstract: The patient in this case had developed delirium after opioid use for the treatment of bone metastasis
pain in cancer. Following radiation therapy and spinal fusion for pain, the patient’s psychiatric symptoms improved
after the reduction and discontinuation of opioids. However, when the use of opioid was resumed due to the worsen-
ing of her pain, delirium reappeared. Later, after becoming aware of the patient’s past dependence of methampheta-
mine, we assumed that her history may have had some relation to the susceptibility to the opioid the patient’s severe
delirium. A patient’s history of drug use is important in the treatment of cancer pain.

Key words: methamphetamine, opioids, delirium



