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The Situation and Issues Regarding the Handling of
Medical Narcotics by Health Insurance Member Pharmacies

of Yamaguchi Pharmaceutical Association

Masakazu OZAKI, Tadashi SHIMIZU, Yasuaki OTSUBO, Yumi AIMOTO,
Shingo KAWAI, Isao TERADO, Shinya SATO, Takeshi YAMAMOTO,
Teruyuki YAMAMOTO, Yoshifumi SHIKUMA, and Yasuaki NAKAHARA

Committee of Medical Safety, Yamaguchi Pharmaceutical Association,
1-1-1, Minamikogushi, Ube 755-8505, Japan

Abstract: The stock of ethical narcotics is indispensable for health insurance pharmacies responsible for pallia-

tive care at home. However, there is no report clarifying the current situation and problems. Therefore, in
November 2016, a questionnaire survey was conducted at 763 pharmacies belonging to Yamaguchi Pharmaceutical
Association for the purpose of assessing the current situation and clarifying problems. The survey items were set

up with the standard pharmacy system status, the narcotic retailer’s license, transfer permission between narcotic

retailers, the narcotics stock status, the narcotic prescription acceptance record, the problem regarding narcotics in
stock, etc. The questionnaire was distributed and collected by FAX. A response was obtained from 663 pharmacies,
and the response rate was 86.9%. Analysis of these results showed 14,351,085 yen as the medicine price of expired

narcotics in the last 2 years. Pharmacies dispensing a large volume of prescriptions kept many items in stock,
causing overstocked inventory. To tackle this problem, Yamaguchi Pharmaceutical Association should take the lead
in facilitating the transfer permission between medical narcotic retailers.

Key words: ethical narcotic, medical economy, transfer between narcotic retailers, questionnaire survey



