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The Usefulness and Medical Economic Effect of Staffing
a Full-time Pharmacist in the Palliative Care Ward

Yusuke TSUCHIYA, Yoshihito MOROHASHI, Erika MITSUDA,
Masaki TSUKADA, Riei KOBAYASHI, Konomi SHIONO, Arisa HINO,
Ouki KUNIYOSHI, Wataru ARAI, and Yuichi MASUDA

Department of Pharmacy, Ageo Central General Hospital,
1-10-10, Kashiwaza, Ageo 362-8588, Japan

Abstract: The usefulness and medical economic effect of staffing a full-time pharmacist in the palliative care
ward was evaluated. Quantitative and qualitative evaluations of operational duties and their medical economic effects
were comparatively examined before (Period I) and after (Period II) staffing was initiated. The number of clinical
pharmacy services offered, the percentage of clinical pharmacy services offered, and the average number of times
such services were offered all significantly increased in Period II (p =0.0021, p =0.0022, p = 0.0022, respectively).
Moreover, compared to Period I, the number of entries in the ward’s pharmacy consultation records increased 3.8—
fold (p = 0.0022), while the time spent performing duties increased only 1.06-fold, indicating no major shift. The
number of prescription suggestions by the pharmacist over the three-month Period II was 154, with 146 accepted
(94.8%). Additionally, 106 (68.8%) of these prescription suggestions were associated with pharmacist interventions.
Furthermore, analyses of these pharmacist interventions over the three-month Period II revealed a medical
economic effect of 3,926,228 yen per month. Thus, the usefulness of staffing a full-time pharmacist in the palliative
care ward is clear, and regardless of remunerative costs, it is desirable to actively promote the staffing of a phar-
macist in the ward.

Key words: palliative care ward, full-time pharmacist, pharmacist interventions, pharmacist in the ward, medical
economic effect
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