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Results of a Questionnaire-type Survey of Fifth-year Pharmacy
Students Regarding Their Understanding of Palliative Care
and Narcotic Analgesics
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*I Department of Pharmacy, Aichi Medical University Hospital,
1-1, Yazako Karimata, Nagakute, Japan
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Abstract: There have been no reports of pharmacy students’ understanding of palliative care and narcotic
analgesics since 2012, and the situation is currently unclear. We conducted a questionnaire-type survey about
palliative care and narcotic analgesics with fifth-year pharmacy students (n = 50) in fiscal 2015 before and after a
palliative care program at Aichi Medical University Hospital, and evaluated their understanding and the effect of
the palliative care program. The level of pharmacy students’ understanding about palliative care was low, and the
use of narcotic analgesics was misunderstood by more than 30% of them. These levels improved after completing the
palliative care program. The results of this study provide insight into pharmacy students’ understanding of palliative
care and narcotic analgesics in fiscal 2015, and elucidate the usefulness of a palliative care program. In the future,
we need to construct an education program in cooperation with the university.

Key words: palliative medicine, narcotic analgesics, misunderstanding, deparment of pharmacy, Practical Train-
ing in hospital



