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A Case of Withdrawal Symptoms While Tapering off

Sustained-release Oxycodone

Yuga TAKAHASHI, Hiroko KOYA, and Go KOBAYASHI

Department of Palliative Care, National Hospital Organization Nishigunma Hospital,
2854, Kanai, Shibukawa 377-8511, Japan

Abstract: A 60-year-old woman treated with an oral sustained-release oxycodone (Oxycontin®) developed
withdrawal symptoms when administration of the drug was tapered off. The patient had been receiving a 720 mg/day
dose of Oxycontin” for liver and bone metastases, low back pain, and pain in the lower extremities after surgery for
gastric cancer. Because the dose was considered excessive at the time of transfer to our hospital, it was tapered off.
When it was reduced to 20 mg/day one month later, the patient experienced withdrawal symptoms such as facial
sweating, leg tremor, and irritability. It may be safer to reduce the dose more gradually than the common method.

Key words: withdrawal symptoms, oxycodone



