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Abstract: The influence of a designated cancer hospital on additional palliative care fees was investigated. We
identified 397 designated cancer hospitals across the country. Questionnaires were mailed out to all 397 centers
between November 2012 and January 2013. In those centers that charged additional fees for palliative care (n =
118), there was a significant correlation between the number of full-time medical staff and the additional palliative
care fees. This important finding highlights the fact that the duties of the palliative care team must be performed
independent of the duties of other medical staff to justify the increased palliative care fees.
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