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Present Situation and Problems in the Opioid Dispensing

for Pharmacies in Suwa Area
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Abstract: To promote home-based care for cancer patients, we carried out a questionnaire survey on the
members of Suwa Pharmaceutical Association to gain understanding of the current situation and problems of opioid
dispensing. The questionnaire consisted of 7 items including the varieties of opioid, dispensing performance of
opioids, etc. We received 39 replies with a recovery rate of 81.3%. Although 95% of the pharmacies had the opioid
retailer license, their capability of holiday response, home delivery, and other services varied by individual
pharmacy. Also there were some variations in handling opioids among individual pharmacies based on the number of
prescriptions. Interestingly, in the multiple graded pharmaceutics, a low opioids component amount is frequently
chosen compared to other higher opioids component amount. Considering needs for urgent pain relief, we should
continue efforts to raise capability of handling opioids on a seven-day basis including nighttime service. On the other
hand, pharmacies tend to face higher risk of excessive stocks as they increase types of available opioids.

Key words: home-based care, pharmacy, opioids dispensing, dispensing performance, excessive stock



