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Abstract: In 2007, based on the Cancer Control Act the Japanese Government implemented palliative care
provision for earlier treatment phases which includes enhanced home palliative care. These changes are important
for both locally based hospitals as well as community pharmacies and require closer cooperation beween hospital
pharmacists and community pharmacists. A previous study reported that the proportion of community pharmacies
involved in home palliative care was 8.9%. This low level of involvement is due to a gap in demand for narcotic
prescriptions, narcotic inventory management problems, a lack of palliative care knowledge and skills, and poor
information sharing between hospitals and community pharmacies. In this paper, we summarize the current state of
palliative care provision by community pharmacies and the availability of palliative care education in this group.

Key words: palliative care, community pharmacy, questionnaire survey, education



