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The Current Situation and Issues in Palliative Care
Education for Pharmacy Students and Pharmacists in
Japan

Munetoshi SUGIURA
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1432-1 Horinouchi, Hachioji, Tokyo 192-0392, Japan

Abstract: The Cancer Control Act was enacted in 2007 to promote early palliative care for cancer patients. Si-
multaneously, the training of medical practitioners involved in palliative care was to be focused on hospitals tied to
regional cancer centers. Although pharmacy education became a six-year program, the training that students receive
on palliative care prior to graduation differs greatly among universities. Pharmacists are able to receive training
after graduation in a clinical setting through programs offered by various organizations and facilities for the pur-
pose of improving skills. In medical education, discussions are underway on promoting the standardization of medical
school curriculums. Post-graduation training in a clinical setting for doctors and nurses is to be provided through a
systematic training system created by Japanese Society for Palliative Medicine in collaboration with the respective
medical facilities. In palliative care training for pharmacists, there is a need for standardization of the training
given prior to graduation and the creation of a systematic post-graduation training system led by an academic asso-
ciation.
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