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Survey of Palliative Care Practical Training and Its
Educational Effects

Yasunari MANO, Daisuke HARASHIMA, Syoh YANAGIBASHI,
Kaori OHUCHI, Yoshinori KATO, Iori HHROSAWA, Masataka TAJIMA,
Harumi YAMADA, Hajime KOTAKI, Hiroshi TAKEDA, and Mariko ASAHI

Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, International University of Health and Welfare,
2600-1, Kitakanemaru, Ohtawara 324-8501, Japan

Abstract: A questionnaire survey on the implementation situation of palliative care education and its effects was
conducted on 5Sth-year pharmacy students (n=161) in the 2010 academic year after their completion of Term I long-
term practical training at hospitals or pharmacies. The experience rate of dispensing narcotics during hospital-
based training was significantly higher than the rate during pharmacy-based training (61.0% vs. 20.6%, p < 0.01).
The experience rate of counseling on the use of narcotics during hospital and pharmacy-based training were both
under about 15%, and that of management of narcotics was over 90%. The comprehension of basic knowledge on pal-
liative care such as the World Health Organization (WHO) pain ladder for cancer pain relief was almost at the same
level among all three groups of students: those who had finished hospital-based training, those who had finished
pharmacy-based training, and those who had not finished yet. However, the comprehension level of specialized knowl-
edge needed in the setting of palliative care of the students who had finished hospital-based training was higher than
that of the students who had finished pharmacy-based training and those who had not finished yet. These results may
be responsible for higher experience rate of dispensing narcotics during hospital-based training. In conclusion, it is
suggested that enhancement of long-term practical training based on experiences such as dispensing and providing
medication counseling of narcotics may promote educational effects in the implementation of palliative care.

Key words: questionnaire survey, palliative care, narcotics, long-term practical training, educational effects



