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Abstract: [OBJECTIVES] Although the cooperation of pharmacists is essential to improve the quality and
availability of palliative care for cancer patients, there has been no survey on the provision of palliative care in Ja-
pan by pharmacists. Therefore, we investigated the role of pharmacists in providing palliative care at regional can-
cer centers. [METHODS] In November 2007, we performed a questionnaire-based survey in the pharmacy divisions
at all 288 regional cancer centers in Japan. Valid responses were received from 264 institutions. [RESULTS]
Pharmacists were involved in palliative care at 87% institutions. Further, 81% institutions considered that a phar-
macist was necessary in the palliative care team. 70% institutions could not provide the fixed time for performing
pharmacist’s duties, and did not have an understanding of the patients and families involved in palliative care. Fac-
tor analysis revealed 4 factors responsible for difficulties in a pharmacist’s duties. The factors that were found to
be significantly related to the clinical management skills and the collaboration of medical staff and pharmacist were
the presence of palliative care unit and working hours per week for the exclusive pharmacist. [DISCUSSION] To
achieve the role of pharmacists in palliative care, pharmacists need to further improve the participation of patients
and their families and to implement pharmacotherapy education to a sufficient extent in a palliative care medicine at
the level of doctors and nurses.

Key words: regional cancer centers, palliative care team, pharmacist, pharmacist’ s duties, nationwide survey



