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Critical Role of Nerve Blocks for Cancer Pain
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Abstract: To improve the quality of life of cancer patients, treating cancer pain is the one of the most important
issues to be solved. Although various analgesics are used to relieve cancer pain, many patients remain in pain.
Nerve blocks, which are interventional treatments used as painkillers during surgical procedures, are considered to
be one of the alternative treatments for cancer pain. Because it is applied locally, this treatment can minimize the
side effects of the analgesics. Although side effects from the nerve block procedure could occur during treatment,
using an echo guide, CT guide, or radiographic guide can minimize them. Thus, nerve block is a useful procedure
that should be given progressively at any stage of cancer pain.

Key words: palliative care, drug therapy, nerve block, cancer pain, 3-step analgesic ladder



