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Fact-finding Survey on Parenteral Injection Mixture Prepa-
ration for Cancer Patients Staying at Home and Advanced
Approach to Cooperation between Hospital and Community
Pharmacies

Miwa TANAKA™, Kazue HAYASHT", Atsushi MIURA*, Kazumi YODA™,
Makoto IWASHITA™, and Hideki IDE*

“Department of Pharmacy, Saku Central Hospital,
197 Usuda, Saku City, Nagano 384-0301, Japan

* Saku Pharmacists’ Association,
399-29 Hara, Saku City, Nagano 385-0052, Japan

Abstract: In recent years, pharmaceutical cancer treatment and palliative care have shifted from hospitalization
to outpatient and home care services. There seems to be the need for community pharmacies to prepare the intra-
venous injection of nutrients while patients undergo treatment at clinics, but as things now stand, there are many
cases in which they decline to do so. Given this state of affairs, we have recently conducted a questionnaire survey
to learn the realities of community pharmacies’ actual posture toward, and consciousness about the parenteral
injection mixture preparation. The survey reveals that there are no community pharmacies that make the parenteral
injection mixture preparation in the area around Saku City. Issues concerning equipment and the lack of knowledge
and experience regarding parenteral injection mixture preparation are given as reasons that such services are not
provided. Many voices call for hospital pharmacies to provide counseling and advice and to hold lecture meetings
and on-the-job training. The survey led to the establishment of a home care promotion committee in the local Phar-
macists’ Association. There is a need for community and hospital pharmacies to share information to boost mutual
cooperation regarding preparation of parenteral injection mixture to establish a system that provides support for
the care of cancer patients at home.

Key words: home parenteral nutrition, home care, parenteral injection mixture preparation, cooperation between
hospital and community pharmacies, questionnaire survey



