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The Methods of Interviewing Cancer Patients Regarding Pain
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Abstract: Pain can be mainly classified as nociceptive and neuropathic pain, and drug effectiveness varies with

the type of pain. To diagnose and treat cancer pain, it is important to interview the patient to determine the type of

pain. However there are few reviews reporting how pharmacists should interview cancer patients to determine the
type of pain in order to provide appropriate drug therapy. In this study, a pharmacist interview 18 patients using on
original questionnaire to describe pain. As a result, some patients described their pain with one simple description,
while others provided more complicated descriptions. In their descriptions, more than 5 of the patients described

their pain as extended, heavy, or throbbing. These descriptions can be easily expressed by cancer patients. In this
study, we tried to find an association between descriptions and opioid efficacy.

Key words: pain, cancer, interview, description



