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Effects of Metronidazole Ointment on Malodorous Head
and Neck Cancer
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Abstract: At the terminal stage of advanced malignant tumors, infected ulcerated cancers are often foul smelling
and it is a distressing clinical problem not only for patients but also their families or friends. Metronidazole,
an antibacterial agent for trichomonas, has been reported to have a reducing effect on a foul smell related with
advanced breast cancers. However, there are only a few papers reporting on how to significantly control the foul
smell related with head and neck cancer. In this study, the effects of metronidazole ointment on the foul smell were
examined on four patients with head and neck cancer. Once daily 0.75% metronidazole ointment was applied to the
surface of ulcerated tumors. The degree of the foul smell was evaluated independently by the doctors, nurses and
pharmacists. The topical application of metronidazole ointment succeeded in reducing the smell in all patients to
a sufficient level for the medical staff by day 7. These results suggested the effectiveness of topical application of

metronidazole ointment on malodorous head and neck cancer.
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