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Abstract: The present study used a questionnaire survey to determine the current status of palliative care and
pharmacists’ duties in hospitals. Two hundred ninety-eight (65.9%) hospital pharmacists answered the survey. The

adoption of opioid drugs by 85% of hospitals had increased in recent years. One hundred twenty-four hospitals
had a palliative care team; and the existence of a palliative care team was related to the number of hospital beds.
Pharmacists and nurses had the largest number of duties among the palliative care team members. The palliative
care-related duties of the pharmacists most often included medication management and guidance, followed by

narcotics management and participation of palliative care team. In addition, the contribution by pharmacists in
palliative care appears to have had a distinctly positive outcome by ensuring that patients had no misunderstandings
related to their medications and by reducing the incidence of side effects. In conclusion, a pharmacist participated
in the palliative care team in many hospitals, furthermore, pharmacist involvement in palliative care appears to be

associated with positive outcomes.

Key words: palliative care, pharmacist’s duties, questionnaire survey, palliative care team



