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Abstract: This study was undertaken to evaluate the safety of simultaneous use of rapid-onset opioids (ROO) and
short-acting opioids (SAO) for cancer pain. This intervention study involved opioid-treated adult cancer patients on
the control of cancer pain by periodic administration of opioids. Patients were prescribed ROO and SAO at the
same time, and then examined for side effects and rescue use. Changes in numerical rating scale (NRS) scores before
and after rescue use were compared before and after 7 days. In total, 42 patients were enrolled; 12 patients were
deemed ineligible, so 30 cases were ultimately analyzed. Side effects were noted in 9 patients (30%) with ROO use
and 13 patients (43.3%) with SAO use. Sixteen patients used ROO and SAO on the same day, and side effects were
seen in 9 of these patients (56.3%). With simultaneous use of ROO and SAO, NRS scores were 4.9 = 1.9 and 2.3 =
1.9 for ROO (p < 0.05) and 4.1 = 1.8 and 2.0 = 1.7 for SAO (p < 0.05), respectively. The simultaneous use of
ROO and SAO does not increase the occurrence of side effects and can be used safely depending on the patient’s
condition.
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