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A Case Report of a Patient with a Hematologic Malignancy
Who Was Successfully Switched to Methadone to Treat
Opioid-Induced Hyperalgesia by Hydromorphone
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2-23-16, Higashiueno, Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-8645, Japan
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Abstract: The authors experienced a case in which opioid requirements were significantly reduced after switch-
ing to methadone for patients with hematopoietic tumors suspected of opioid-induced hyperalgesia due to high-dose
hydromorphone. Although there are few reports of opioid-induced hyperalgesia due to hydromorphone, switching to
methadone is considered to be an effective treatment option if opioid-induced hyperalgesia is suspected or when pain
control cannot be obtained even at high doses.

Key words: hydromorphone, opioid-induced hyperalgesia, opioid switching



