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A Case Report Regarding the Efficacy of Methadone for
the Treatment of Severe Neuropathic Cancer Pain with
Supportive Care by a Palliative Care Team
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Abstract: We herein report a case in which refractory neuropathic cancer pain, which could not be relieved by
high-dose intravenous morphine, improved after administering methadone. The pain relief was probably achieved due
to the effect of methadone, besides an opioid receptor-mediated effect, an additional effect on N-methyl-D-aspartate
receptor and Serotonin and Norepinephrine reuptake inhibitor. This case suggested that methadone may be a viable
choice for the treatment of refractory and neuropathic pain.

Key words: methadone, neuropathic pain, opioid switching



