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Prospective Comparative Study between a Generic and the
Brand-name Sustained-release Oxycodone Formulations
for Cancer Pain

Junko NAKANISHI, Masashi KATAGIRI, Hiroshi SHINONAGA,
Norikazu HARADA, Tsutomu KAJI, and Eiji MUKAI

Department of Pharmaceutical Services, Mitoyo General Hospital,
708, Himehama, Toyohama Town, Kanonji 769-1695, Japan

Abstract: Medicinal treatment is most important in cancer pain treatment, and utilization rate of the sustained-

release oxycodone is especially high. Recently, a generic formulation of sustained-release oxycodone has been put on
the market. Since the brand-name oxycodone product has been clinically switched to the generic medicine, we per-
formed the prospective comparative study to compare efficacy and side effects between the generic and brand-name
formulations. Pain level just prior to taking basal medicine, frequency and distribution of rescue doses and the
incidence of side effects were investigated for 2 weeks before and after drug substitution which were clinically
scheduled. There were no significant differences in the pain level, the number of rescue doses used and the incidence
of side effects. It was suggested that the pain was able to be controlled without any trouble when the generic oxyco-

done replaced the brand-name oxycodone.

Key words: sustained-release oxycodone, release regulation system, generic medicine, medical narcotics, cancer

pain, NRS, prospective comparative study



