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Changing the Method of Administering Dacarbazine
Contributed to the Reduction of Vascular Pain in Two

Cases
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Toshi MURAKAMTI™, and Osamu KAWAMATA®
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Abstract: Dacarbazine (henceforth DTIC) must be administered in the shade due to the contribution to vascular
pain of its decomposition products, but even if the entire IV line is shaded, strong vascular pain is felt on the first
course of treatment. In one case of malignant melanoma, however, when the quantity of the DTIC solution was
reduced from 500ml to 100 ml, IV time reduced from 120 min to 30 min, and solution switched from physiological
saline to 5% dextrose solution starting with the second course of treatment, this vascular pain was reported to have
disappeared. A second case, one of Hodgkin’s lymphoma following an ABVD treatment protocol, employed the same
method of administering DTIC as was used in the melanoma case, this time from the very first course of treatment
—with the same result: elimination of vascular pain. Future trials are thought to be of use in continuation of

therapy and QOL preservation.

Key words: dacarbazine, vascular pain, changes in the method of administering



